








BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service yy 38 Bank Street 
NES RE DAES AEE, PTR, RE TEE RETR IE SP MOET SENET I SI A SE a 


Vol. XIII May 15, 1945 No. 10 
rF | CC FF * SS 
MUST BOOKS; 2 Dark Horses. 
June 21 
wWickenden, Dan THE WAYFARERS Morrow 
. $2.75 
4 (This report appeared in March 1st bulletin - was then postponed as a selection 


of the Literary Guild for July.) "There's a dearth of the sort of book about people that 
this is. It should make it easy to sell, particularly when you can also say that it is 
good reading. It is a family story, set in a Mid West large town not far from Detroit - 
middle class social status - between the wars period. The father is a city editor, in his 
fifties, a widower who has sunk to the depths after his wife's death, and is only slowly 
emerging to a sense of his responsibility about his virtually grown children, eleven years 
later. And then it seems to be too late - his interest is considered prying and is re- 
sented. Charlie, his eldest son, shocks him by his fascistic ideas, fostered by his being 
pretty well on the rocks himself; Laurette, the eldest daughter, has a night club job, and 
is doing her share in keeping Charlie's little family together; Patricia has fallen out of 
love with Johnny, who has beaued her steadily for years, and into love with a glamorous 
young newspaper man, brought home by her father one evening; and Joel, at 14, seems com- 
pletely and stolidly self sufficient. But Rourke, Pat's new suitor, shocks them all into 
disruption by maliciously spreading gossip about their dead mother - and the fat's in the 
fire. It takes some heartbreaks - and a death - before emotions become disentangled, and 
the family discovers that there is still a kind of unity, and a chance to build for the 
future... Good pace of story - sound characterization, if at times a trifle overdrawn o 
and excellent dialogue (of which there is too little in most books today). Rourke's ab- 
normal sex life ~ and Charlie's nymphomaniac wife strike notes that may be distasteful to 
conservatives, but neither situation is offensively handled. Wickenden is fulfilling his 


early promise!" 





July 16 
Burnet, Dana THE POOL Knopf 
$1.00 
ate Do you remember The Snow Goose which found itself a place on the best seller list 


through word-of-mouth publicity? Here is another book with the same sort of chance. It 
is a story that will give comfort to many who are facing loss; a story of a conviction of 
life beyond death, set in the period of the invasion of Normandy, and told simply, with 
muted emotion values, and sincerity and depth of feeling. It is a love story, a romance 
between a British WA A F and an American boy, homesick for his beloved Maine, and par- 
ticularly for a pool, where, from childhood, he had been able to find peace. When she 
takes him to her secret place - her “still waters", they feel that they two, out of all 
the world, have a bond that nothing can sever... And then death steps in - and they find 
their answer.... It is a story that could readily have been maudlin or over-sentimental- 
ized. For many it will recall the essential values that made The Brushwood Boy a minor 
classic. I sincerely feel that no one could read it unmoved... Here is a little book 
that you can make a Best Seller. (Appeared in S.E.P.) 
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Two Picks. for Good fets 


® Don't overlook THE HAPPY TIME by Robert Fontaine (Simon & Schuster). And a clever bit 
of story telling, REDELIA, Vera Caspary's. new book (Houghton) ts. excellent summer fare. 


PROPLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 


June 1 


Welch, Douglass MR. DIGBY Putnam 
32.50 
Good for the masculine audience, these tales from SEP (and elsewhere) of the 
monomaniaed Mr. Digby and nis rampant ire, against his paper, his assignments, his wife's 
mother, etc. He takes news pictures in a cloud of alarums and excursions which have 
Strange - and standard patterned humor ~ results. ‘There are other tales of rankly in- 
dividual souls whose refusal to stick with the conventional forms leads to odd tall 
Stories. A touch of the old O Henry - plenty cf varied professional lingo - put this in 
the time-passer tidbit category of Damon Runyon and others of the new school tale-spinners, 


June 15 


Kehoe, William A SWEEP OF DUSK y : Dutton 
: $2.75 

Photo-phono-graphic, youthfully repetitive novel of the family conflicts of older 
and younger generations; of Dody, Curt and Ginnie and the solutions they found to their 
problems of escaping their mother's insistent harping on their submission and subservience 
to her ideals of respectability. Of Dody whose good time career ended in a childless 
marriage; of Ginnie who found Dody's path easy to follow; and especially of Curt and the 
torments of insecurity at home and in college in upper N.Y. state. Curt learned the hard 
many incident-strewr: way, to bolster his own inde pendence; he found release in being able 
to conform to family, fraternity, sexual, career patterns - until the death of his father 
and the coming of war caused shifts in two directions... A lost generation -- of the '40's 
this time -- aware of their possibilities but without the inner conviction and strength 
to develop them, and ignorant that the near future 6f war held all the answers. A cer- 
tain static, monotone quality gives this a sincerity but deprives it of very wide appeal... 
‘A major Hopwood Fiction Award winner. 


June 18 


Colver, Alice Ross HOMECOMING Macrae-Smith 
32.00 

Smooth and satisfactory rental entertainment provided by a four ringed arena, with 
substantial, sentimental situations for a story of emotional dislocation and discord as war 
changes the lives of’ the Holbrooks. Philip, who fces to Washington, finds small town QOak-— 
wood and his wife, Ada, dull by comparison. Their children return from the wars:~ Keith, 
the oldest, in love with a Red Cross girl who is shy of marriage after her parents’ 
divorce, while Keith, faced with the prospect of blindness, is unable to press the issue; 
Kathy, after a short, sudden marriage, gets word that her husband is missing. And Gerry, 
the youngest, married to bobbysocks Bunny, returns to a lack of understanding and juarrels 
‘until a baby pulls their marriage together. 


Taber, Gladys GIVE ME THE STARS Macrae-Smith 
$2.00 
Socially acceptable war novel, which attunes the tale to the times, as young 
Leslie, spending a summer of college vacation at wor’ in a Connecticut war plant, learns 
to doubt the reliability of her early judgments. Her father's illness; the return of the 
boy to whom she is endaged, and his installation as inspector in the plant where she 
works; her enmity, and curiosity, thoughts centered on hardpushing, silent Nick; her 
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friendships with the girls who are her fellow workers; her growing awareness of the self- 
ishness and rigidity of her fiance's mother - all these factors combine to wake her to : 


the knowledge of the choice that is right for her. _An amplified, well-turned woman's 
story. 


June 18 


Fontaine, 


A change of title (originally reported as Name of a Blue Cow) and a double shift 
of date, makes it virtually a necessity to repeat this report - originally given in the 
bulletin of 2/15. We liked it then. We like it now...Poignancy and pungency for the 
disillusions and illuminations of a boyhood in Ottawa, recaptured in the individual idiom 
of his French Canadian people, and fully expressive of the gaiety, the delicate ratiocina- 
tion, the amoral amorousness of the race. Here was Papa, with his perforating philosophy 
and his lenient outlook — Mama and her gentle affection -— Uncle Louis whose love of wine 
brought on a fear of butterflies; Uncle Desmonde who collected garters and Grandfather 

There was the time when the Boy learned the efficacy 


who collected ladies of over fifty. 
of loud prayer; when he became fascinated by Mignonette's nightgowns and promptly lost 


Mignonette; when he made the unfortunate attempt to climb to heaven on a church steeple; 
when he corrupted a Syrian boy with the Vie Parisienne; when stealing apples for an Eve 
called Sally brought arrest, etc. etc. Exploits of a sentimental education which pro- 
vides much that is engaging and endearing. Illustrated by Roger Duvoisin with spot 


drawings. (Venture Press book). 


Robert THE HAPPY TIME Simon & Schuster : 
| 
| 


June or-dtrty? 2 & 


Jordan, Elizabeth MISS WARREN'S SON A ppleton-Century 
$2.50 

Conservative problem tale for plain palates... Once "disappointed", and now man-— 
shy Alicia Warren, in search of a child to adopt, is providentially, and temporarily, 
given the care of four-year old Tony whose widowed mother cannot support him. Participa- 
ting in this project is Barry Conway who helps Alicia take in the abandoned Tony, who 
rescues him from a designing aunt, and who sets Tony's mother on her feet again in a good 
position. Alicia, distant and impersonal, gives Barry no breaks - concentrates her 
emotions on Tony even though she realizes she will lose him within a year, but when she 
does, turns to Barry and prospects of children of her own. (Alicia, as a heroine, is 
something of a prig, and nobody to warm up to, we felt.) 


July 5 


Doubleday, Doran 
$2.50 

We know H.T. Teilhet as co-author with her husband of various thrillers. 
she appears under her own name as sole author of an adventure romance which should have 
a plus sale on the thriller table. It is a honey of a tale, counter-espionage doubled, 
with a chase that takes the principals well across France, - by car, on foot, by boat, 
on a tandem cycle. The girl, who had married an artist, and then lost him - she thought - 
to the unsavory death as a Nazi agent and collaborator ~ comes to France, after the 
capitulation of the Germans, on an assignment connected with a famous collection. For- 
tuitously, it would seem, she stumbles on the trail of her "dead" husband - and finds 


Teilhet, Hildegarde Tolman THE DOUBLE AGENT 


Now 


him very much alive, and still hiding under the sham front of a collaborator - "wanted" 
by French and British and Americans, but actually, operating in the ticklish field of - 
"double agent", trying to discover, before it is too late, how Nazi activities are being 
built into the fabric of the future. Their fates are indissolubly linked - and they are 
used as magnets in their frantic attempt to escape the net closing in. 
without any profound significance. Good Summer entertainment. 





Exciting reading - 
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July 9 


Elwood, Muriel HERITAGE OF THE RIVER Scribner 
$2.50 

A rather sprawling novel set in the period of the French and Indian wars in 
Canada, 200 years ago, as the twins, red-headed Marguerite and Paul Boissart, ‘children 
of a leading habitant family near Montreal, are thrust by fate - and their temperaments - 
into adventures that include Paul's experiences as a courter du bots. and Marguerite's un- 
happy love affair, Indian massacre, capture by and escape from the Indians. Good picture 
of the life on the frontier, of the brief glimpses of the glamor translated from Paris to 
due bec, of the primitive beginnings of social levels and taboos. Good story telling - 
but the style falls down when it comes to dialogue, which seems artificial and unreal. 
The audience? Those who like many-textured historical and regional and period stories, 
with lots of action. 


July 16 
Palma, Ricardo THE KNIGHTS OF THE CAPE & Knopf 
97 Other Selections. from the Tradiciones Peruanas. $2.50 


A part of the Hispanic literary tradition, for a special market, in a selection 
of episodes from the Tradiciones Peruanas written in the last half of the 19th century. 
They evoked the Peruvian past, its Civil War days, in its "intimate and legendary as- 
pects”, with all the violence and intrigue, splendor and squalor, piety and superstition 
of the times. Here are the figures of Pizarro and Carbajal - "demon of the Andes", of 
lovely ladies and libertines, hidalgos and pompous viceroys, saints and devils and hob- 
goblins, monks and friars, in exploits which are lively - picaresque - amusing. 

® 


July 18 
Caspary, Vera BEDELIA Houghton, Mifflin 
$2.50 
* The author of the successful Laura with another accomplished and artfully 


sustained novel of murder as indulgently infatuated Charlie’. brings his new wife, Bed- 
elia, to his Connecticut home. Kittenish, childish, appealingly soft, Bedelia is the 

mgst alluring and affectionate of wives. Her contradictory claims about her past go 
unnoticed until Charlie is the victim of a poisoning attack, and the small deceptions 
become more obvious under the alert vigilance of Chaney, next door neighbor. Finally, 
approached by Chaney, who turns out to be a private detective, whose suspicions of 
Bedelia as a female bluebeard Charlie discredits, Charlie is forced to accept the evidence 
as Bedelia prepares to kill again. In spite of his love, in spite of himself, Charlie 
interrupts her criminal career. The female of the species, deadly and decorative, ina 


curious and clever tale... Strange, what a spate of books atout female spawns of the devil 


have appeared ~— and appealed to a wide market. This is a good one. 
wainor sept Qua ad 


Abrahams, William INTERVAL IN CAROLINA Simon & Schuster 
$2.50 

Another first novel (Venture Press book) in minor key - the story of a love story 
tuned to six Saturday nights, (there end by being only four), conditioned by the in- 
transigeance of army life, intensified by the pressure of ,so little time. This is the 
story of Wally Young, not too long out of Harvard and still self-inflated with the cul- 
tural notions of a Cambridge campus and of Nora, intelligentsia sophisticate. In con- 
trast, there is Jeanie, met in a Carolina army town, Jeanie, simpler and sweeter than 
Nora, a little obvious and very vulnerable and with whom he does not want to get in- 
volved, realizing from the start that he won't come back to her. He sleeps with her, 
loves her in a way - and leaves her with abrupt finality. A not too sentimantal inter- 
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lude, presented with no pretense and no illusion, with no justification but some poign- 
ancy...None of the shock tactics of Shore Leave mor of its more sensational appeal, this 


is a modulated, cleancut transcript of today, 


July 25 


Colket, Hope Bishop THIS IS BEVERLY Lippincott 
$2.50 

The innocent and insouciant saga of Beverly Carter, Blondie prototype, who - 
living in a suburb outside of Baltimore, finds herself somewhat bored by Fete, her hus- 
band, by Donald, aged five, whom she can't manage, and the housework she never gets 
around to. Submerging her aspirations in the society columns she follows with avidity, 
and in imaginary men she dreams up, Beverly makes pathetic attempts to make society and 
is disillusioned in it ~ gets suspicious of her husband and another woman (without reason) 
and runs home to her mother, re-meets an old beau and encourages a movie-tinted romance, 
is again disillusioned and returns happily to Pete. The beauty parlor operator mental- 
ity in action ~- for those who may find it endearing and not annoying. 


Popkin, Zelda THE JOURNEY HOME Lippincott 
$2.50 
There's a good deal of sound psychological understanding behind this seemingly 
light story X-raying a holiday special up from Miami. There's a bombardier on 21 day. 
leave, nervously shot after full yguota of missions, on the prowl for "a dish" to suit 
his very particular taste, and accepting bootlegged liyuor as a substitute when his 
venture with a lovely lady in a private drawing room comes up against a blank. Through 
his eyes, battle weary and jaundiced, one gets a bitter view of the trainload, from the 
motley assortment of end of the season tourists, war widows and babies homeward bound, 
down-on-their luck adventurers, to the Pullmans with their businessmen with an eye on 
the main chance, socialites, and so on. Don Corbett is not too war-weary but that he 
senses needs ~ and lends a helping hand; Nina Gilmore tries to break his shell of dis- 
trust, resentment - and fails. There's between them an unpenetrable wall of unshared 
experience. And then —- near the end - comes the accident; the train is the Palm Queen, 
wrecked near North Philadelphia last year. And ~ in shared experience, Don loses his 
shell ~ and Nina her false standards... Remember Jt Happened One Naght? This ~- for 


that market. <— 
3 wd, 
posh 30 


Widdemer, Margaret CONSTANCIA HERSELF - Farrar & Rinehart 
$2.00 : 





Rental romancing, with more substance than some... Substantial shakeup. for 
Constancia, who - on the verge of marrying Ray, a crank for eugenics, finds out that she 
is adopted, and is afraid of her suitability as wife and mother since no one can vouch 
for her blood lines. She turns to Gil, his best friend, who takes her on face value and 
marrier her; they settle in his home town and she tries to get a lead on her parentage. 
She finds she is not in love with Gil, and they agree to a divorce and she plans, when 
free, to marry Ray. During her sleuthing, she learns that she can boast fine blood, and 
legitimacy, but she decides that after all she loves the man who took her on trust. 





TWO LATE ARRIVALS - Practically Published 


Powers, Tom VIRGIN WITH BUTTERFLIES Bobbs-Merrill 
$2.50 


Modern animation for the Gentlemen Prefer. Blondes. technique, in the adventures | 
and excitements of a cigarette girl's career as friend of an Indian prince, Befriending | ( 


and actively helping him in this country, she becomes his guest as he returns to his own | 
country; she does her part in assuring for the Allies the help of his state...ably guided 
by international agencies. Her glamorous adventures have flashback insets of her 
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brother's death, condemned for murder, of her concern and,devotion to her innocently 
wise father, her realization of her love for a taxi driver back home - and in spite of 
a crash in a RAF plane and rescue by the Navy - the end is all she wants. Impossible-+ 
into-farce, with a weightier substrata than Gentleman Prefer Blondes. - with less spon- 
taneous humor - and with a dumb, but not stupid, Dora central stage. 


Hecht, Ben THE COLLECTED STORIES OF BEN HECHT Crown 
$3.00 


Collected - and selected - stories of that voluble varied, conglomerate cos- 
mopolite, ~ six of which have never been published in book form before, all of which ex- 
press the author's exuberant fantasy and invention, his self-styled "Arabian nights" 
plots, his strangely motivated characters. Here are stories of passion and revenge, re- 
nunciation and reincarnation, judaism and anti-semitism. Here also is a fabulous 
laundryman, an impotent Professor, a demon child author, a society of. doctor killers, 

a Russian gladiator, a Mexican matador, a diabolical magician, a mad ballet dancer, a 
far-seeing Rabbi, and so forth. The strange and the supernatural, the satiric and the 
bizarre in odd and colarful blend. Prefaced by author. 


MYSTERIES“ WESTERNS* THRILLERS 
/ June 1 


Keverne, Richard CORONER'S VERDICT: ACCIDENT Me Kay 
$2.00 
A mystery novel, rather than straight who-dun-it, in a story of an artist who 
dies, apparently by accident - or suicide - in a stream near a Priory ruin in an English 
village, of the midlands. Her secretary and dearest friend, is not satisfied with the 
verdict, and convinces the reluctant new owner of the old inn where she had stayed, that 
there's more than meets the eye - and investigation is in order. The unraveling of the 
dead woman's story, involving alcoholism, blackmail and murder, is told against a rom- 
antic background of the English countryside. 


June 21 


Burton, Miles NOT A LEG TO STAND ON Doubleday, Doran 
) $2.00 

Better Burtjon, but not best British leave-no-stone-unturned tradition...The 
eccentric enigma of the disappearance of one-legged Coulston confronts Merrion and 
Arnold of the Yard as his wooden leg is found, but not his body, and the curio he prized 
is stolen. Close, correct detection by Merrion and Arnold finally locate the corpse, 
the curio, and the girl he was to marry, and enable them to solve a problem in robbery 
and murder. 


Nash, Anne ‘ CABBAGES AND CRIME Doubleday, Doran 
$2.00 
Spinsters on the sleuth as Nell and Dodo, on holiday, get sidetracked into taking 
care of a kennel and regret exceedingly that they ever left their flowershop. A corpse 
is landed in their laps; Dodo acquires a suitor and has her fling at playing cupid; 
the dogs provide a canine sideshow, Mistakes and misapprehensions combine to help them 
catch the killer...Imponderous, 


July 5 
Ferrars, E.X. I, SAID THE FLY Doubleday, Doran 


$2.00 


The finding of a gun, hidden in the floor, unearths and identifies the murder 
of a girl, and implicates all the tenants of the rooming house in London's Bloomsbury, 
particularly Kay, separated from her ‘husband, ignorant possessor of criminal clues, 
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Then comes another killing and Inspector Cory fails to get all the answers until years 
later. Nice going and neat narrating. 

July 5 
Hale, Christopher MIDSUMMER NIGHTMARE Doubleday, Doran | 


$2.00 
Miss Warburton does not know whether or not she is guilty, when accused of mur- 
dering her employers’ sister - for she walks in her sleep. Then comes a second murder, 
also pointing to her. There are other suspects in the offing - red herrings in quantity - 
there's a fire and a death of one of the employers. There's a rotter, Dirk, with ample 
cause and opportunity. All of which makes for good suspense, complicated by romance on 
the side. Finally, a trap is laid which almost costs the life of the chief suspect, but 
the trap is sprung, a mistaken identity rectified, and the criminal spotted. Setting - 
Grand Rapids and vicinity. Good yarning.-- but overplayed on score of unnnecessary con- 


fusion worse confounded, | 


July 23 


Lee, Babs PASSFORT TO OBLIVION Seribner 
$2.00 


Confused, cosmopolitan Lisbon as background for the backstairs activities of 
Nazi sympathizers and collaborators which lead to two murders in and out of cafe society. 
Argus Steele, former detective, and Ellen, his USO girl, sleuth the murders and stall a 
pro-fascist plot. Plushy rather than plausible. 


July 4% go 


Phillpotts, Eden THEY WERE SEVEN Macmillan 
$2.50 

Mystery novel concerning the demise of long-living and very rich Hannibal Knott, 
octogenarian, whose seven nieces and nephews decide that he has lived long enough - and 
that one of them shall precipitate his death at a family reunion, Two of then funk it - 
one falls sick - and when Hannibal dies, two. others fall out, claiming they were respon- 
sible until the autopsy shows that Knott died of a poison other than the one planned. 
Pollock of the Yard closes a case he cannot solve, the "seven" get theirs as they are 
left without a cent, and the final solution comes twenty years later. Protracted 
puzzlement - for very quiet tastes. 


Just Announced - PULITZER PRIZE AWARDS (Repeat Reports) 





Fictton Award goes. to 


Hersey, John A BELL FOR ADANO Knopf 
$2.50 


(Listed as a Dark Horse MUST BOOK - 1/15/44). If discussion can make a best 
seller, A Bell for Adano is headed that way. For already people who have seen it in | 
advance of publication are violently arguing pro and con; whispers of its content have 
launched conjectures based solely on hearsay. Briefly, it is the story of an Italian 
village, retaken by the allied forces and operating under Amgot. The villagers come to 
life with all their oddly appealing and oddly irritating charm and: childishness. One's 
Sympathies are definitely with them -~ as they come out of hiding to seek their homes 
again, as they shrink from finding out just where the military will exercise authority, 
what aftermath of Fascism survives in any form of authority. The incident on which the 
story hinges ~ of the irate and impatient General who has a man's mule shot because the 
owner fell asleep and did not get off the road promptly - and of his arbitrary edict 
against all carts, regardless of village economy - bears too close analogy to an in- 
cident in General Patton's tempestuous career for comfort. Unfortunately it is on this, 
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that the discussion of the book may rest, rather than its sensitive recording of the 
difficult translation of democracy in terms of a fascist-ridden village, rather than on 
the portrait of the Major of Italian antecedents who had done his best to interpret the 
American spirit to the Italian peasant, 


Poetry Award goes. to 





Shapiro, Karl J, V-LETTER AND OTHER POEMS Reynal & Hitchcock 
$2.00 

(Reported 7/1/44). In 1941 Persons, Places. and [hings. by Shapiro was awarded 
Poetry Magazine's highest prize. Later poems have appeared in Harper's, The New Republic, 
and other leading periodicals. The present volume is the collection of his verse written 
while on active duty in the South Pacific. The lack of intellectual affectation makes .- 
these poems a pleasure to read. Shapiro is not writing war poems, but poetry while at 
war. He has definitely not lost his grave and rather noble humanist traditions in the 
heat of battle. He is still thinking of Thomas Jefferson and Keats, as well as the fight 
ing in New Guinea. The combination is new and good. The vividness of his experience, the 
Strangeness, deepens his humanism, broadens his horizons,.attenuates his occasinnal 
sentimentality, and gives pith to his cynicism. Except for occasional vulgarisms, this 
poetry while definitely not great, is sincere, capable, warm and manly. A few of the 
verse forms are derived and imitative, others are exceedingly well hewn, and occasionally 
he achieves a really brilliant phrase or flash of insight. 


kiography Award goes to 


Nye, Russel B. GEORGE BANCROFT Knopf 
$4.00 
(Reported 4/1/44). This is the winner of a Knopf Literary Fellowship - a sub-+ 
stantial biography of George Bancroft, historian, politician, representative of the 
"flowering of New England". His life “impinged in some way on nearly every point of the 
perimeter of his times, ~ Transcendentalism, literary romanticism, politics, nationalism, 
reform". He was a paradoxical personality, an aristocrat yet a lover of the masses, a 
realist with shrewd sense and an idealist, temperamentally uncertain yet widely liked, a 
scholar and a man of action. His life reflected the variety of his abilities, as educator 
historian, politician, diplomat, Between posts he completed his ten volume history which 
achieved tremendous popularity, and at the age of seventy odd he revised it for more 
modern tastes and wrote additional volumes, An important figure in his times, he is here 
given full appraisal. But as a person he lacked magnetism; his biographer has handled 
his subject impersonally; and we doubt the popularity of the book with the general reader. 


History Award goes. to 


Sonsal, Stephen UNFINISHED BUSINESS Doubleday, Doran 
$3.00 | 
* (Reported 12/15/43), Here - in diary extracts ~ is an off-the-record analysis 


of the scene behind the scene during the months of the Peace Conference in 1918-19. Col. 
Bonsal served as interpreter for Wilson and Col. House; he was virtually House's alter 
ego, was sent to various parts of Europe (Austria-Hungary, the Balkans etc.) as reporter 
from a listening post. He spent many weeks in Berlin, and records his impressions. Con- 
versations # arguments pro and con ~- the battle between principals before decisions were 
grudgingly reached - the sense of defeat, of insecurity, the doubts as to the American 
collaboration going through, the recognition of the weaknesses of the Peace, the acceptanc 
of the inevitability of ultimate trouble with mandates, with recarved Europe, all form 
parts of this disturbing but absorbing book. Bonsal knew everyone concerned, had the 
confidence of many, admired Wilson, but recognized his weaknesses, and felt Col. House 

to be one of the great men of all time, He reenforces Smut's statement: "Not Wilson but 


humanity failed at Paris". An important document, with relevance to tomorrow's problems, 
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Second Thoughts 


We wish:to revise a statement made in the last issue - P. 197, in regard to THE BEST FROM 
YANK (Dutton-$3.50). We had not seen the book; we did not want to ignore it as we thought 
it was an important item, both as good merchandise and important for home consumption and 
better understanding. This on the basis of what everyone was saying. So - we did some- 
thing we have done only perhaps a half a dozen times in our dozen years of existence, - we 
sized up the book on the basis of reviews, and put a notice in our Late Arrival section,.. 
Then ~ before the final OK had gone through, the book itself was available, and we dis-: 
agreed with what other reviewers had said about the photographs omitted. We think there 
are some grand photojsraphs - we only regret that they had all been put at the end...We 
liked lots of the cartoons, even if we aren't GI's...We think the reproduction job on the 
whole extraordinarily successful...we didn't even mind the double columns,,.And we tried 
to catch the copy and delete the last part.- but we were too late, Or something slipped. 
Anyhow, it went through, and we are sorry...So we want to Say again - without reserva- 
tions ~ that we learned more about what the war seems to the men who are fighting it than 
we have from anything else we've seen. And we think it ought to be required reading for 
everyone who really cares about understanding what war today is like. For the rest of 
what we feel, read the first part of the paragraph on pr. 197... And - we promise - we 


won't do it again! 
Thin Pickings. for Early Summer 


Two names that mean sales - but both books were of questionable sales. value:* Phil Strong 
with a brography, NARTA OF MUSCOVY (Doubleday) and the new St. George book, PROCEED 
WITHOUT DELAY (Crowell) which was.a disappointment. See below for reports. 


PROBLENATICAL BOOKS - Non-fiction 
May 25 


Hamlin, Helen NINE MILE BRIDGE Jhree Years. in the Matne Woods. Norton 
$2.50 


Reported for February publication - 12/15/44. Postponed to this date...The grand- 
daughter and niece of gamewardens, the author rounds out her background by becoming the 
wife of a gamewarden, in Northwestern Maine. First, when she came to Churchill as a 
teacher, she was broken into the life, - the parties, the lumbering camps and the French- 
Canadians, the accidents, the invaluable work of airplanes, the river drive, Then her 
courtship and marriage to Curly, and their life in the Forestry Service at Umasaskis and 
and Nine Mile. Their work ~- winter living as they are snowbound and the radio breaks 
down - life in the spring, when they fish and travel, their trips outside, the training 
of a four dog team. Vivid depiction of outdoors life that recalls, in some particulars 
rather than handling, the popular We Took to the Woods. There is more technical detail 
of lumbering, etc. which occasionally slows the interest. 


June so Y- I. 


Frank, Jerome FATE AND FREEDOM Simon & Schuster 
¥Y $3.00 

The ex-head of the Securities and Exchange Commission, at present a judge of the 
Circuit Court of Appeals, has written a lively and provocative attack on "Scientific 
historians", on "determinism", economic and otherwise, in fact on all forms and manners 
of what he calls "inevitablism". His plea is for free-will, determination (for the more 
abundant life) as against determinism, He defends his optimistic and flexible point of 
view as more natively American than the various fatalisms contained in such imported j i( 
products as Marxism, Hegelism, etc. He supports his thesis with many concepts and 
quotations from thinkers and philosophers of all ages, and the resulting volume, if not 
Strictly scholarly, is vivacious, disarming and readable, It will appeal particularly 
to liberals among whom Frank is well known, 
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June 25 


Caniff, Milton MALE CALL Simon & Schuster 
$1.00 

Bound collection of the GI comic strip, featuring curvaceous, blatantly seductive, 
Lace, and her encounters with the Armed Forces - adventures not comparable to any that 
The Old Lady from Dubuque might have! However, for clean, sexy fun, in which Lace bests 
all passes, proposals, from amateur to veteran wolf, with a tricky play of words in all 
military technicalities, this differs greatly from previous military cartoon collections, 
and excels in direct male appeal. ) 


June 2 


Lewis, Norman THE LEWIS ENGLISH REFRESHER AND VOCABULARY BUILDER Wilfred Funk 
$2.50 

About this time last year came Opdyke's Say What You Mean. Lewis was co-author 
of 30 Days to a More Powerful Vocabulary. fetter Speech for You by Eginton was another 
Funk publication along similar lines. Now comes this excellent first aid to better speech, 
providing what can be used as a six weeks' course in vocabulary building, analysis and 
improvement projects in speech habits, mastery of word, speed up in reading. In general 
the material is driven home by a combination of testsS (which are fun to give yourself) 
and repetition. If one approach doesn't catch you, another will. The section devoted to 
Spelling was particularly good; Pronunciation inevitably produces conflicting points. of 
view — but Lewis in the main'seems sound, unfaddy, middle of the road. The speed up of 
reading wisely concentrates more on reading for content and meaning, with speed a seconc- 
ary factor which usually results from intelligent practice, Have a look at the book 
yourself - and make group games of some of the tests! 


Announcing for June 2? - In Book Form 


Williams, Tennessee THE GLASS MENAGERIE Random House 
e200 
Winner of the Drama Critics' Award this season, this ingenious play in which 
Laurette Taylor is starring as the mother who wants to find a: husband for her crippled 
daughter. The tiny cast makes the most out of every line of. a play that combines tragedy 
with flashes of humor and poignant characterization. 


July 5 


Stong, Phil MARTA OF MUSCOVY Doubleday, Doran 
32.50 

I think this is terrible! It may be "The Fatulous Life of Russia's First Empress" 
but her story remains to be told by someore whose flair for this sort of fictionized 
biography is greater than Phil Stong's straight corn. Catherine I, mistress of three 
libertines - daughter of a Latvian peasant - brought up in a Protestant rectory + ulti-+- 
mately became the wife of Peter the Great, and perkaps the most influential woman of the 
early 18th century Europe. There is a great story to be told here - but Stong has muddied 
the stream with superficial scholarship, a confusion of focus (now centering on Peter - 
row on Marta, later christened Catherine and made an Empress = now attempting to etch 
the background of moving’forces in the world). Now and again, his real feel for story 
value almost runs away with him, and then his serious intent halts him - and spoils his 
story...The result is neither good biography nor good story telling. And his lame at- 
tempts to strike a modern note by allusions, comparisons, and so on hinders rather than 
helps. it is hard to realize that the biographer is an experienced writer. The book 
cries out for a relentless pruning, editing, blue-pencilling job to make it even passably 
readable,..And this in spite of superb potential material, Go slow — though Staong's 
name will count for substantial advance interest. | 
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Gatti, Attilio SOUTH OF THE SAHARA MeBr ide 
33,00 
Telescoped years in Africa of personal experience, observations, adventure, 
through tales of various expeditions, their objectives and their results. The many 
astounding tribes, their people and characteristics, customs and idiosyncrasies, their 
villages and life; ventures in photography, capturing of live specimens; hunting dis- 
appointments and accidents, as they go after baby elephants, black leopards, antelope, 
okapi, crocodile; sickness and short wave radio; the striking extremes of pygmies and 
giants; tales of snakes and pythons and their priestesses:- all here recounted by a 
popular explorer who knows the value of a good story, expertly divulged. An armchairful 


of diversion. Illustrated with photographs. 


July 9 
Marsh, Irving T. & Ehre, Edward BEST SPORTS STORIES OF 1544 Dutton 
$3.00 
. Swell job both of selection of variety of material and top drawer quality, live- 


lier, more human than the Esquire collection (ry. 155). The first of a proposed annual 
anthology - and off to a good start. Al Laney wrote the best of the lot - the poignant 
story of Sam Langford, Boston Tar Baby, found blind and old in Harlem. Grand stories 
for fight fans - the Dempsey-Firpo one makes you feel you are seeing that thriller over 
again; track fans will delight in the Charley Faddock story, The Fastest Human; tennis, 
golf, horse racing, baseball, football, hockey, softball (in the Philippines), skiing, 
fishing - name your sport and there it is, Biographical notes on the contributors - 
Sports writers known locally rather than nationally, but doing big time gtuff in their 


fields, and some big names as well. 
July 16 


Morton, David POEMS t Knopf 
$3.50 , 
A collection of poems by David Morton who is familiar to all readers of lyric 
verse in Harper's, the N.Y, Times, etc. His occasional poems often give delight - but - 
gathered together - carry less weight and conviction than when they appear singly. Mr. 
Morton is, if not an occasional poet in the technical sense, at least a lyricist of the 
passing moment, the fleeting mood. A certain love of beauty and romanticism fills all 
his work, but there is no underlying thought or philosophy to bind the volume together. 
Still there are many charming individual poems and the book may have a reasonably wide 


if not too discriminating public. 





Knopf 
$3.50 

The author of a novel, Grant Joshua (Houghton-1941) has written a history of 
Utah and the Mormons, in physical and psychological perspective. Intimate first-hand 
knowledge backgrounds a presentation of the state and its people with sympathy and under- 
Standing tolerance, a many panelled panorama of the region, yesterday and today. The 
years of immigration, the exclusiveness, the "oneness" of the settlers, and the specific 
culture resulting; the "colossal spider" Brigham Young; polygamy ~- as an emolient and an 
irritant; gentiles, jacks, Mormons and oth*r sects; the eventual communal settling down; 
the arrogance = and elemental goodness ~ of the people; political paradoxes and church 
and finances; natural history and culinary landmarks; the roots and patterns of the 
Latter-day Saints; the bizarre relationship of the state to the nation as a whole, and 
Soon. All in all, a worthy, though not exhaustive, study of a people and their land 
and their contacts. Easy familiarity with the subject gives the volume greater popular 
appeal than one with perhaps more profoundly scholarly approach. Personal experience of 
the sect and its followers highlights details of the wider canvas, Illustrated with 
photographs....Good regional market. 


Whipple, Maurine "THIS IS THE PLACE..." i oo le 
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July 16 
Wolfe, Linnie Marsh SON OF THE WILDERNESS Knopf 
g3.50 
a Originally reported for April publication - now postponed to this date..,Biography 


of the famous naturalist, John Muir, who took a whole continent for his explorings. Born 
in Scotland, brought to Wisconsin by his grim, slave-driving father, Muir found freedom 
in his inventions, in his escape to the University of Wisconsin. There medicine gave way 
to geology and botany, and his rambles led him to complete severance with the accepted way 
of living when he left a comfortable career in a carriage factory for the life of a tramp.. 
To California and its fore8ts, mountains and fruitful valleys ~ where his incredible en- 
durance helped immeasureably in his studies of the wilderness. His marriage persuaded 

him to an attempt to support his wife and daughters by farming, he became a famous fruit 
rancher —- but his urge sent him wandering again. Trips to the North, to Europe, around 
the world; his happy relations with his daughters, his family, his friends - the death of 
his wife; his local and national fights for legislation on ecnservation; his trip in old 
age to South America - all built for a full life, closing in gentle death. A man, never 
wholly enslaved by money, whose warm character, varied interests, real contribution to 

his adopted state, California, make him a good subject for a well-balanced, informative 
and rewarding biography. His investigations into ¢laciers - his fights for conservation 
of forests - were a permanent enrichment of natural history...A book which should find 
readers everywhere, in this field - but of particular sales value in California. 


July 17 


St. George, Corp. Thomas R. PROCEED WITHOUT DELAY Crowell 
g2.00 

The enormous success of C/o Postmaster conditions the market for this sequel, 
and it seems only fair to confess, yuite honestly, to considerable disappointment. There's 
the undeniable stamp of authenticity - one feels sure the boys who have been in Australia 
and New Guinea will say "this is it". But you'd have to have an undefeatable sense of 
humor to come up smiling after the kind of boredom reflected in this account of St. 
George's peripatetic career, after he was assigned to S.W. Pacific Area Services Publi- 
cation Division. If they can take it ~ and smile - why, we can certainly read about it.. 
St. George pictures himself as pretty much of a screwball; he writes, probably, just as 
he talks. His assignment seems as vague to him as to his audience. He has two new side- 
kicks, Max and Herman, who serve as foils. And perhaps, after being shunted from place 
to place, in any sort of conveyance, with worse than nothing at the end of each trip, 
the mere prospect of invasion of the Philippines might seem like a mild diversion, some- 
thing to look forward to...Here's your road map - with its dull stretches, its sparkle of 
recurrent humor, its realness. But - for this reader at least - it doesn’t measure up 
to its predecessor, nor are the sketches as spontaneous and funny. 


July 24 


Singer, Kurt SPIES AND TRAITORS OF WORLD WAR TI Prentice Hall 
| $2.75 

Meaty menu for the man in the street, who cannot pass a verdict on its accuracy, 
this is the long, many tentacled record of the Nazi mastermind, Admiral Canaris, and his 
manipulations of people, native and alien, for German domination. From Mata Hari in the 
last year, through battles with OGFU's Beria, to British and American subversive plot- 
tings, the instigation of a new Nazi underground ~ detailed with specific instances, 
names, dates, Fifth column agitation; the refugee racket; false passports; the sinking 
of the Royal Oak; German and Japanese coalition against the U.S.; dirty work .in Norway, 
Denmark, Sweden, Ireland, in the Arctic, in Havana, in India; combat espionage in Africa; 
the sabotaging of the Normandie; the counterespionage of the FBO and other organizations - 
this is a broad canvas of the intricate linkings of agents, subagents, and wheels within 
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wheels of German secret service. In addition to providing rich harvest for the devotee 
of true spy stories, this should make us realize how all embracing is the secret mesh of 


underground enemy operation. oO 


July 30 / oe” 


Crane, John & Kiely, Lt. THE U.S. NAVAL ACADEMY: First 100 Years Whittlesey House 
95.00 

In honor of her centennial ~ a very brief biography of Annapolis which is to be | 
primarily a picture-text book, with more than 3CO photographs. A basic review of her 
history, from the apathetic indifference to naval instruction which followed the Revolution | 
to the founding of the Academy in 18645 under George Bancroft...Her role in five wars, her 
present day program of learning, buildings, eyuipment, etc...This will have a particular 
éift book appeal market - alma mater, etc. Some of the photographs are to be in full color 
President Truman has written an introduction, text of which is not available at this writ-— 
ing. Between July 30th and the centenary celebration in October special promotion will 


be provided. 4 pr”: : 
Lurton, Douglas E. MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR LIFE y ox Whittlesey House 


Improvement incentive based on the noticn that personality yualities are twice as 
important as technical skills, and that you or anybody can get ahead (in your job largely) 
by using what you have, knowing what you want, overriding your handicaps, securing de- 
pendable cooperation, cultivating enthusiasm, increasing your. popularity and persuasive- 
ness, mastering feelings of inferiority, regrets, self pity, etc. - all of which will see 
you successful. Psychological piffle, not much more advanced than Dale Carnegie, but 
there is probably still a market for this type of kindergarten counsel. 


vuiy 7 ol DIME A> I 


Koestler, Arthur TWILIGHT BAR Macmillan 

$2.00 

A play, not intended for presentation, which projects - semi-allegorically, an 
anonymous island republic which is given an opportunity to redeem human misery when 
Alpha and Omega come down from the heavens and allot them three days in which to raise 
their Happiness Quotient. Money, labor, strife is abolished - happiness becomes the one 
and only obligation. Henry, son of the leading plantation owner, is free to marry the 
girl hé loves and not the girl of his mother’s choice, until at the end of three days, 
Alpha and Omega return to their spirit worlds and the people revert to the misery they 
actually prefer.,..This seems off Koestler's track and lacks his usual brilliance of 
thought and expression. Of doubtful appeal. 
Van Doren, Mark - Ed. The Portable WALT WHITMAN Fs Viking 

cote $2.00 

No. 11 in the Viking Portable Library -~ aiming to be the most comprehensive one- 
volume edition of Whitman's poetry and prose, - 95 poems (more than half of his output; 
and in prose, all of Democratic V1tstas, and the best of Specimen Days, and his own pre- 
faces to the first -and last editions of the Leaves, Introduction and notes on the in- 
dividual works, re-interpret Whitman for today. 


Graves, George TREES, SHRUBS AND VINES for the NE United States Ox ford 
32.50 

An introductory section suggests the proper approach to plantings, - what to use 
and how to use them, personal problems, needs and wants; how to buy - the evolution of 
varieties and the question of suitability in use of woody plant materials. The emphasis 
is on selection for limited areas, rock gardens, etc. The main part of the book consists 
of an alphabetical arrangement of trees, shrubs, vines. Under each there's notation for 
garden value, culture, propagation, maintenance, etc. 
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Pagano, Grace - Ed, CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN PAINTING Duell,Sloan & Pearce 
| $5.00 

ne The Encyclopaedia Britannica sent out a questionnaire to 50 authorities on art, 

in the United States, - artists, directors of museums, dealers, in order to ascertain 


What informed opinion considered the artists who were doing most to "sell" American art 

to Americans. 16 paintings were chosen; the collection is to be displayed in Chicago 
first, then go on a nation-wide tour. This book ~ with stimulating and provocative in- 
troductory notes by various authorities; with biographical notes on the artists whose 

work is reproduced and a statement from the artist as to the specific work; with excellent 
reproductions, 42 in color, - this book should be a "natural" for that fast growing market 
interested in owning art books. Representative of trends, times, personalities (chiefly 
of living artists); interpretation; infusion of abstract with new, wayward, intensely 
personal, and documentary paintings - a revealing collection. 


Basch, Antonin A PRICE FOR PEACE Columbia Univ. Press 
we 50 

A member of the Czechoslovakian delegation to various conferences (Atlantic City, 
Bretton Woods, etc.), prominent in Czech econcemiec affairs, now lecturing at Columbia, 
Prof, Basch speaks authoritatively on Europe's postwar markets. Though the style is 
academic, there is valueble information here - good reference material for readers in- 
terested in the major economic problems of postwar continental Europe. He speaks for an 
expanding, internaticnal free trade policy, and proves his point. He surveys the pre-war 
Status of Continental Europe - as market, as exporter; its dependence on Britain + on 
Germany, and the inevitable changes the war has brought; destruction, speeded up in- 
dustrialization, peak agricultural production. He discusses the IF's, « if U.S. capital 
is made available, if Russia enters the world trade, if there is coordinated planning by 
the United Nations. He holds no brief for regional grouping. For Germany, he recommends 
careful selection of industries outside tools of war. He defines the role of the U.S.A. - 
we must import from Europe, we must lend capital until a new trade equilibrium emerges. 
Otherwise - chaos. Foreword by James T. Shotwell. Index, 


Lieb, Frederick G. CONNIE MACK: Grand Old Man of Baseball Putnam 

*" $2.75 

We've had the Cardinals and the Dodgers. Now we have the Fhiladelphia Athletics, 

through their "grand old man", Cornelius McGillicuddy, sole manager since they entered 
the American League in 1901. A tale of ups and downs - of peak successes (1910-14* ) of 
big names — Plank, Bender, Coombs, Grove, Earnshaw, Walberg, McInnis, Collins, Barry, 
Baker, Dykes, Miller and Haas, ete. Chiefly, the book is about Connie Mack, kindly, 
considerate, beloved, shrewd, a straight shooter. Affectionate appraisal. 


Corwin, Norman OX A NOTE OF TRIUMFH Simon & Schuster 
$1.50 


Text for the radio script released the evening of May eth ~ and giving, in his 
inimitable way, the answers to some of the questions the GI's are asking. HEpoch-making. 


Butler, Charles E. CUT IS THE BRANCH Yale Press 
32.00 
? This is perhaps the most distinguished volume of American verse to have come out 


of the war. It is a slim volume written by « staff sgt. of the US army air forces who 
was formerly a young librarian. True that Mr. Butler is not a finished poet, true that 
his techniygue is often unsure and imitative, but also true that his perceptions and re- 
actions are sensitive, deep and unique, compassionate without being soft, nostalgic with~- 
out being sentimental, hard in a modern way without being merely intellectual. It may 

be that the book will not have a wide appeal but I believe it should have a definite, 
eager purpose among cultivated civilians. (Series of Younger Poets). 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 
Appleton-Century 
Bellah, J.W. - WARD TWENTY - postponed from 5/11 to ?? (C) 141 
Teilhet, Darwin - THE FEAR MAKERS - from 6/? tc 7/? 166 
Crowell 
Miller, Merle - ISLAND 49 - correct price $2.00 114 
Slonimsky, kh. - MUSIC OF LATIN AMERICA — definite date 6/2 176 
Doubleday, Doran 
Fenton, C.L. & M.A. @ THE STORY OF THE GREAT GEOLOGISTS - from 6/7 to 6/21 151 
Hendryx, James - THE WAY OF THE NORTH - from G/21 to 7/19 168 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Bryan & keed - MISSION BEYOND DARKNESS ~- cefinite date 6/5 176 
Farrar & Rinehart 
Ebenstein, W. ~ THE GERMAN KECORD - from 5/24 to 6/25 123 
Wilson, P.W. - BLACK TARN - from 5/24 to 6/25 146 
Harper 
Brooks, R. = THE BRICK FOXHOLE «= from 5/16 to 5/23 142 
Lauterbach, R.E. » THESE ARE THE RUSSIANS - from 5/16 to 5/23 (C) 169 
Rama Rau, Santha - HOME TO INDIA ~- from 5/16 to 5/z3 (C) 203 & 122 
Smith, R. -— THE HUMAN IMAGE - postponed to 5/23 112 
Norton 
Taylor, P.A. — PROOF OF THE PUDDING - from 5/10 to 5/25 (C) 145 
Random House 
Browne, L. - Ed. - THE WISDOM OF ISRAEL - from 6/18 to 6/25 195 
Tregaskis, R. - STRONGER THAN FEAR - from 5/? to 6/6 134 
Scribner 
Bonner, M. = THE SHAPES THAT CREEP - postponed to 7/16 145 
Roane, M. - Title from LOST MOORINGS to BEFORE THE FLOOD — postponed to 
5/21. Price from $2.75 to $2.50 73 
Wilcox, R.T. - THE MODE IN HATS AND HEADDRESS - postponed to 6/18 150 
Simon & Schuster 
Molnar, F. -— SAREWELL MY HEART - definite date 6/11. price from $2.50 to 
$2.00 96 
O'Rourke, F. - "E" COMPANY - definite date 7/12, Price from $2.00 to $2.50 187 
Wallace, E.T. — BARINGTON - definite date 7/5 183 


Wharton, J.F. -THE THEORY AND PRACTICE OF EARNING A LIVING - from 6/? to 7/? be | 


Whittlesey House 


Cressey, G.B. - THE BASIS OF SOVIET STRENGTH - from 5/14 to 6/4 122 

Langley, A.L. - A LION IS IN THE STREETS - price from 52.75 to 33.00 90 

Parton, M. — LAUGHTER ON THE HILL - postponed to 5/2: &0 
John Wiley 

Huntington, Dr. E. - MAINSPRINGS OF CIVILIZATION - from 5/16 to 5/28 191 
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Vol. XIII May 15, 1945 No. 10 


SPRING JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: No. 9 
NEWS FLASHES! 
Establishment of Children's Book Council 


The Assoctatrton of Children's. Fook Editors has established this clearinghouse for. in- 
formatton on all activities. connected with chtldren's. reading. Book Week (Nov. 11717) 
will be a culminating event, but the year-round activities will extend the value of the 
"book week" tdeals. Youth organizations, libraries, schools, bookstores, and the tnter~ 
cultural and international organizations wnterested in cahtldren's books will find the 
cooperation of the Children's Pook Council of wncreasing value. 


Address inquiries to Miss Laura Harris, Exec. Sec. 62 West ga5th Street, New York 10, N.Y. 
Items on the Children's Pook Council calendar that should be tmportant to you. 


May 19-26 -- CHILDREN'S SFRING BOOK FESTIVAL. Awards to be made by N.Y. Herald-Tribune. 
Three best Spring titles, plus 12 honor 
books. Watch for announcements. Posters. 


June 9 —- NEWBERY & CALDECOTT AWARDS. To be announced at a luncheon sponsored 
by The Children's Library Ass'n. of the ALA. 


Two New Radio Frograms of Interest - for Children 


CBS School of the Atr (natronal hookup) weekly on Thursdays (except through Summer 
vacation pertod) selects for dramatization the "Froadcast Rook of the Week". 


Marto Cimino of the N.Y.P.L. Central Children’s Room will coordinate stortes wtth music 
and poetry, over N.Y.C.‘'s Statton WNYC on Sunday mornings at 10. 


"Youth Today” Contest for Books for Young Readers 


Reynal & Hitchcock, in thetr newly established children's book department, 1s. providing 

a $3,500 award for the most sensitive, realistic treatment of some aspect of contemporary 
American ltfe and youth problems, etther ftctton or. non-fictrton. Story and tnterest will 
be the first consideration; the underlying theme, while secondary, must be vital and con- 
cerned with plausible situations. The book may be for any group between 8 - 18. 


The contest will close Feb. 1, 1945. Outright award of $2,000. Additrtonal $1,500 ad- 
vance. Further details # rules - entry blanks etc. may be obtained by writting to "Youth 
Today" contest, Reynal and Hitchcock, Inc. 386 Fourth Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 


Judges:- Mark Van Doren; Lillian Smith; Clara Savage Ltttledale; Max Herzberg, Irene 
Smith; Nora Reust. 


Teen Age Book Show 


To be offered - without charge - to high schools and librartes desiring on a community- 
wide basis to stimulate "unrequired"” reading. For details as the plan ts. developed, 
write to Pocket FOOKS Inc. 1230 Stxth Avenue, New York 20, N.Y. 


- £19 - 














May 15, 1945 Juventle Looks - 220 - 
PICTURE STORY POORS 


Packard, Virginia JERRY THE GIRAFFE Crowell 
o.75 

The success of Watch the Pony Grow may stimulate an initial interest in this 
rather bland little picture vook about a giraffe from the African plains. It has little 
or no dramatic interest, but the very small child will take pleasure in a sense of par- 
ticipating in the animal's growth. Jerry begins as two simple lines and through twenty 
deft line drawings, grows into an engaging giraffe with freckles, spots and paintbrush 
tail. The tall format is somewhatawkward in so thin a book. Brown on yellow color job. 
Suggest use as a drawing book. Merchandise value almost solely. (5/15) 


THE HUMPTY-DOTS Susan Holton (39 E. 20th St. NYC) 
$2.00 

A large, colorful book, well bound, well printed ~ 112 generous pages. The 
Humpty-Dots are cookie-round, red, white and biue little characters who have a series of 
interesting experiences riding airplanes, meeting Santa, visiting clock town, Cook-land 
and other places youns children will enjoy visiting with them. The book lends itself to 
reading aloud to children of picture bock ase who like stories in rhyme. Good traditional 
incidents, characters and attitudes. Gift book appeal. (Fubl.) 


Holton, Susan 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6-9) 


Kelen, Emery CALLING DR. OWL Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
$2.00 

Dr. Doolittle and Dr. Seuss together should have conditioned the market to 
suspicion of such volumes as this with its crude whimsy. But unfortunately it belongs 
to that horde of books imposed on children by pun-addicted adults. Dr. Owl sits in 
judgment, solving successive problems of small interest to children. The short unhappy 
bridegroom with the tall bride is fitted with stilts; the skunk is sent to ckase Japanese 
beetles; for the housewrecking junior kangaroo whose mother studied modern psychology a 
spanking is prescribed. The book seems trite, studded with cliches, excess adjectives, 
Silly anthropomorphism. Yhe illustrations are colorful ~ but poorly composed, not as 
direct as his Yussuy the Ostrich, the black and whites seem less harsh, more amusing. For 
the tired uncle trade. 4&6 pages. (Publ.) 


Farjeon, Eleanor A PRAYER FOR LITTLE THINGS Houghton, Mifflin 
3-65 

Parents will like the quiotcharm of this bedtime book which is a verse prayer 
for all the small new things that need God's care. #£.O. Jones has drawn appealing il- 
lustrations in subdued coloring, crayon effect, a double spread for each of the halfe 
dozen verses. Children will look at the pictureSwith enjoyment, but the text won't hold 
them, and both text and pictures are distinctly inferior to Margaret Wise Brown's moving 
Chtld's Good Night Pook with the unigue Charlot lithosraphs...In merchandise value, this 
seems scarcely worth three times and more the price of the Little Golden Books. There's 
a quality to the pictures that adults will like - but they are not really childlike. 
Cloth. 12 pp. 12 illustrations. (5/15) 


Houghton, Mifflin 
$.65 

A time-tested favorite with all children, retold (by Nurse Befabbycash) for three 
small girls, and illustrated with colorful little drawings - rebus pictures, that take 
the place of the nouns. The familiar story of the energetic little hen who outwitted the 
fox and shamed her lazy boarders is told with the aid of the bright, flat red, yellow, 
green and blue pictures by Katharine R. Bernard. Beginning readers will like the sense 
of sharing. Cloth, 20 pp. A bit high priced. (5/15) 


Fish, Helen Dean THE LITTLE RED HEN 
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Clymer, Eleanor THE GROCERY MOUSE MeBride 
3e.00 
Author of A Backyard for John and Here Comes Pete deserts her very real, little 
boys for the story of a mouse, Squeaker, whose adventurous rebellions against sleeping in 
the daytime lead him into dangers and excitements when he ventures among humans in the 
grocery store...Saltina and her love for new things joins him ~ and a wild chase drives 
them out of their home...They find a place to live in the park, are befriended by a spar-~ 
row and his wife, see the babies raised and learn to fly; learn how to forage for focd; 
put up with Mrs. Squirrel and her noisy babies; and are driven out by the coming winter, 
They find their way back to the grocery store, where their parents, and all the other mice, - 
find their outdoor life unbelievable...and Syguaker warns all the youngsters against doubt- 
ing their mothers' advice that sleeping at night is best for mice... Plausible events with 
talking animals not a drawback; well-keyed vocabulary; interesting color work. (5/15) 


FIRST STEPS IN READING: Story fooks 


Barrett, Lawrence TWINKLE, Lhe Faby Colt Knopf 
91.25 

Twilight is a frisky, disobedient little colt whe thinks he is wise enough to go 
out into the world alone. He has some adventures that change his mind quickly. Twinkle 
is very happy to find his mother and his home pastyre again. This is a pleasant, at- 
tractive book, good for reading aloud to four and up, while second graders would enjoy 
reading it to themselves. The illustrations, by the author, are tender and lively}; type 
is good; dependably popular subject. Board. 48 pp. (5/21) 


Campoell, Alfred S. THE WIZARD AND HIS MAGIC POWDER Knopf 
$1.75 

This book of tales of the Channel Islands will be welcome to the child who loves 
stories of make-believe. It has real atmosphere and folk flavor and is solid in spite of 
the whimsy. The people are lively and real. There is just enough magic to appeal to 
children from seven and up. The stories are varied in background and appeal which makes 
it a good read aloud book for a farily group, as well as good story hour material, Clear 
type - well bound - competently illustrated by Kurt wiese. Cloth. 115 pp. (5/21) 


Hurd, Edith Thacher JERRY THE JEEP | Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
$1.00 :, 
Jerry the Jeep adds another to the popular list of vehicles endowed with per- 
sonality. The contrary jeep, after being rejected on several fronts, makes good in the 
tropics. He overcomes his unfortunate aversion to mud, makes a gallant trip through the 
jungle and helps save our island from attack. He is awarded the Silver Cross. The jeep 
is a good, pugnacious character, though the traits are a bit overdone, as in a seasick 
incident. The episodes are simple, humorous and written in a straightforward style. The 
illustrations by Theodore Friday are attractive, clear and closely linked with the text. 
Second and third graders will enjoy reading this to themselves; younger children will 
like it read aloud to them. A lively and timely book. Board and paper. 46 pp. (4/23) 


STORY POOKS FOR THE g-12's 


Wolverton, Sarah Foss ADVENTURE ISLANDS Caxton 

A Mystery Tale of the Caribbean $3.00 

The Virgin‘Islands for the setting for a rather heavy-handed and slow-moving ad- 

venture story. The Brents leave New York City for the islands, - Mr. Brent seeking 
health, Mrs. Brent hoping to find her brother, who disappeared after World War I. Through- 
out the adventures in searching, Bob and Kathleen, 13 and 11, learn a great deal about the 
islands, about strange native spells and witchcraft, and so on. Illustrated by Helen 
Hughes Wilson. It seems a high price. (6/1) 














May 15, 1945 Juvenile fooks - 222 « 


Chin, Stanley & Fowler, Virginia TWO LANDS FOR MING Seribner 
$2.00 

An important addition to Scribner's Chtldren of the Untted Nations series. Kwok 
Ming, like the co-author Chin, grows up in China, though his parents are American citizens, 
He goes to school, takes part in the festivals, ana absorbs the swiftly shifting though 
traditionally colorful atmosphere which is China, yesterday and today. Kwok Ming is a 
bright average boy, happy and purposeful in his own country, and adjusting quickly when 
he comes to San Francisco and new ways. The episodes in which he experiences appreciation 
and awareness of the new land while sharing with others his loyalty to his Chinese back-— 
ground is fresh in approach, unpretentious, interesting and well-written. Black and white 


illustrations by Stanley Chin. Cloth - 246 pp. (3/5) 


Crespi, Pachita & Lee, Jessica MYSTERY OF THE MAYAN JEWELS Scribner 
$1.50 

The Mayan grave jewels owned by her family are given too much publicity when 
talkative little Martida, Costa Rican girl, visits New York. Her parents go out one 
evening and two men break into their hotel room and steal the treasures. Martida, through 
her keenness and courage, helps find the thieves and bring them to justice. Good backe 
ground material for schools and libraries in the authentic picture of Costa Rica; char- 
acters and plot are routine but appealing, the text direct, well paced. (3/12) 


Renick, M.R. SKATING TODAY Scribner 
$1.75 

Football, baseball, basketball, golf » and now ice hockey (and figure skating):- 
each covered in story form, with authentic factual background, as first sports stories 
for third and fourth graders...Joe and his sister, Carol, are ice fans - Joe's ambition 
is to be a "goalie" and Carol's to learn figure skating. But its through their small 
brother, the Worm, and his unenviable capacity for getting himself and everyone else into 
dangerous situations, that they meet the people they need most to know.. Troubles evapoe 
rate, however, and friendships remain. Ice hockey is made clear and interesting through 
a real game, and good standards are upheld. The black and white illustrations by Raymond 
Vartanian are disappointing. Hockey addicts will find inaccuracies - and the drawings, 
while having some decorative value lack charm. (Publ.) 














Cavanna, Betty THE BLACK SPANIEL MYSTERY Westminster 
g2. CO 

Betty Cavanna is a bit out of her element except when she is writing about dogs, 
though she has shown some degree of ingenuity in building a mystery around: two youngsters, 
Judy and Jeff, whose keenness foils the plottings of an ill-bred wealthy dog fancier des 
termined to establish claim to two cocker pups that an aristocratic breeder of prize dogs 
is sure are her own. The characterizations are none too sound, either of,adults or child- 
ren —- the story is marred by false values. But the beguiling cockers on the jacket will 
lure customers. (5/23) 








FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9-12's 


Maurois, Andre FRANKLIN: The Life of an Qptimist Didier 
$2.50 

A competent but not particularly inspired biography of Benjamin Franklin written 
for young people by a famous French biographer. Unfortunately he falls into the pitfall 
that too often attends such ventures and is inclined to moralize and write down to his 
audience. As for content - he covers the known facts of Franklin's life, compresses a 
surprising amount of fact, thinly fictionized with snatches of conversation and anecdotal 
material, into brief compass. Franklin is always a rich subject, but Maurois has not 
made significant contribution to knowledge of the man, Didier has made an effective 
looking book, with full pages and double spreads in color by Howard Simon. 3(5/17) 
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Meyer, Jeromo S,. PICTURE BOOK OF ASTRONOMY Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
$1.75 
* Here is an excellent science book for Junior High School levels —- and up.- It 


answers just the questions that most children ask about the sun, the seasons and the solar 
system. It is lucid, without being oversimplified, and many adults find it worthwhile 
reading for themselves. The friendly, colorful prose is enhanced by Richard Floethe's 
really well-composed illustrations. The combination of cool blue, grey and yollow are in 
happy accord with the oxpansive quality of the subject matter. The high level of scien- 
tific accuracy is somowhat marrod by one unfortunate (but attractive) passage in which 
"forosts of Mars" aro described and illustrated, as if astronomors had really observed 
them. The book is a wolcomo addition to the fiold of children's scienco literature. Large, 
attractive format, well bound in cloth, illustrated in 3 colors throughout its 38 pages. 
Excellent school, library and gift item. (Publ.) 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS ~ Fiction 


Boyton, Neil S.J. THE SUMMER JERRY NEVER SAW in sty Green 
2-00 

The author has tried to mix too many ingredients into this book to mako it 
successful. The pathos of a boy losing his sight in his early toens, plus an ovor~emphasis 
on religion, plus wearisome boy scout antics and conversation combine to make this dull 
reading. And it noed not have beon. Roligion can be an adventuro; loss of sight - as 
proved continually with our blinded vetorans in rehabilitation centers today can be com 
pensated for by training and psychological approach. But here it is made into a somewhat 
moralizing trcatise..Jerry, having returned from the hospital following an oporation which 
left him blind, is taken to Camp Manhattan by his follow scouts, and there proves that he 
can still be a good camper, doing his share, having his quota of fun. The usual swimming 
races, group contests, long hikes, etc. take place against a background of self-conscious 
horse-play that is neither convincing nor interesting. Decorations by Robb Beebo. (June) 





Ford, Edward LARRY SCOTT OF THE SUN Macrae~Smith 
$2.00 
* An excellent combination of adventure made credible and sound newspaper back- 


ground, in the story of a senior in High School who gets a job on the newspaper in Hill 
City, Pennsylvania, and gets a reputation of being a good reporter. He helps solve a 
kidnapping case and is sent for by one of the big wire services to come to Philadelphia, 
then - after a training period -- is sent from New York on a special mission, flying to 
China to get Chennault's story of the training of Chinese fighter pilots. From there he 
goes to Manila, and after December 7th, 1941, on to Bataan, finally to Australia and home, 
to go into the army. Fast moving story, spiced with humor and a dash of romance; an 
accurate picture of the inner workings of a small town newspaper, of a large wire service, 
and of the dangers and excitement of a war correspondent's job at the front. Illustrated 
by John Sheppard. (Late May or early June) 


FOR THE 12 —~ 15 YHAR OLDS - Non-fiction 


Collins, A, Frederick SCIENCE FOR YOUNG MEN era cee 
3-00 

We want to go on record (looking back over some 15 years of oxperience) in saying 
that we feel that A. Frederick Collins has been muddying tho stream of science education 
too long. His latest achieves a now high in clib superficiality, archaic style, sciontific 
inaccuracy. In less than 200 pages he “covers map naking, photography, olectricity,. radio 
weather, cliders, airplanes, navigation. Populnarizations have thoir placo ~ but not when 
done with pompous ignorance in these days when tho average boy in Freshman High knows 2noug 
to catch Mr. Collins in errors. Yond parents may still nistakonly fnrll for such books as 
this, but lot's hopo that informed librarians and local science teachors will not provide 
anarket. (June) 
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Cothren, Marion B. BURIED TREASURE oe McCann 
1.50 

The author of Pigcon Heroes gives a well-writton, if sometimes skctchy, story of 
coal, - how it became coal over an estimated 85 million years, how it is mined, its uses, 
its future. She takes her readers down a West Virginia mine, describes the various jobs 
which are necessary to get the coal from tho ground, and the hazards involved; and gives 
a picture of tho stoady improvoment in working conditions. Shoe also pictures a coal minor 
and his family, and the typical life of a coal mining town. Then follows the story of 
dyes, and a glimpse into the future with the house of tomorrow, and its equipment made of 
nylon, plastic and synthetic rubber, all from coal. List of referenco books for further 
study. Illustrated by 25 excollont photographs. (Publ.) 





Meadowcroft, Mnid LaMonto CHINA'S STORY i 
200 
° A well-written informative story of China, its history and its present role in the 


war —- successful compression into concise form. Much of the Chinese tompcrament is ex- 
plained by tho author's delving into the past and giving us the history of its wars, the 
stoady working of forces from without, in trade and in attempts to implant Western ideas. 

It is a short book, but gives a fair picture, telling of the start of the Kuomintang govern 
ment, the role of the Communist, the work that is going on among the Industrial Gooperatives 
in education and teaching of trades. Recommended for High School and Junior High School. 
Illustrated in color (65 pictures and decorative maps) by Weda Yap. (5/29) 


Spencer, Cornelia THE LAND OF THE CHINESE PEOPLE — 
200 

Less effective, on the whole, than Enid Meadowcroft's China Story, but a more 
colorful book. The author knows China intimately, she gives a more detailod story of 
China, but socs it through much the same eyes. She emphasizes more than docs Miss Meadow-— 
croft, the customs and color of the country, goes into greater details as to its early 
history, has anexcellent chapter on Chinese art. One of the.Portraits of the Nations 
Series ~ written by the author of The Exilo's Daughter. Illustrated with photographs. 
Indexed. (Publ.) 











BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE — Fiction 
See report on LARRY SCOTT OF THE SUN by Edward Ford (preceeding page): Use in both sections. 





Sedges, John THE TOWNSMAN John Day 
} $2.75 

A substantial novel of tho opening of Amorica!'s middle west - of tho making of a 
town in the Kansas prairic. The contral figure is an Inglish boy, who reluctantly faces, 
with his mother and brothers and sistors, tho unknown country to which tho fathor had pre- 
ceeded them. The period was the opening up of homestcading after the Civil War; the little 
English family formed a small segment of a great movement that left them behind. When his 
father wanted to seek greenor pastures, Jonathan stayed behind and worked towards the town 
of his youthful vision, and the school for which ho had laid the foundations. He loved - 
and lost - the girl who could not have shared that vision; he married the girl who loved 
him. This is the story of Amorica growing, an undramatized story of simple peoplo ~ new 
blood in the American main stroam. (For fuller report sco adult section, P.184) (5/31) 


Van Every, Dale WESTWARD THE RIVER et 
Vigorous historical novel of the turbulent days of 1794 on the Western frontiers. 
Sarah, American born, Inglish raised and a Tory, becomes a passenger on Noah's flatboat 
on the Ohio. In storms and dangers, they escape her companions, Deschanel, who droams 
of hoading an ompire in the west, river pirate Ambrose, thieving innkecper Twitty and 
young Captain Clark who is trying to outwit tho traitors to the United States. Noah 
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‘learns that Sarah is carrying funds to equip George Rogers Clark's soldiers in a grab of 
the Mississippi Valloy — but it is not until Doschanel rouses Noah that ho is ready to 
fight for his country...and in tracking down his onemy saves Clark from bocoming a traitor 
and the western lands from foreign hands. Sarah too has changed and is ready to throw 
in her lot with Noah and his pioneer farming. (Soe adult section, P. 186) (6/29) 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE ~ Non-fiction 








Newcomb, Ellsworth BRAVE NURSE Appleton-Century 
True Stories of Heroism $2.00 
oe Underwritten to a curious effectiveness, these ten true stories of the heroism 


of nurses in World War II make absorting reading. A hospital ship gets its baptism of 
fire at Pearl Harbor, with Grace Lally, in role of chicf nurse; there's a hospital in Ice- 
land, where Lt. Marjorie Truax carned the Silvor Star; Bataan - Corregidor - New Caledonia -. 
North Africa = Italy - Normandy, all stories of Amorican nurses and the job they did. One 
chapter deals with nurses of other lands; anothor with the role of nurses in tho reha- 
bilitation of our returning soldiers. Fascinating - almost required reading. Junior 
Guild selection. Illustrated with photographs. (Late Juno) 


Carroll, Gordon ~ gd. HISTORY IN THE WRITING Pie Sloan & Pearce 
3.00 
Sclection from the dispatches of Time, Life and Fortune correspondents, some of 
the finest reporting of the war on all fronts, from Bardia to the Burma Road, Manila, 
Singapore, Bataan, Guadalcanal, North Africa, Sicily, Attu, China, Russia ~ on to Normandy... 
War aboard a carrier, a destroyer, a PT boat, a bomber...personalities..,.home fronts... 
Composito world viow of the war, all high in drama. (Seo report P. 195.). (6/15) 


Editors of Yank THS BEST FROM YANK Dutton 
@ $3 .50 
This is tho war - as reported by GI's for GI's = in straight reporting, story, 
humor, cartoons, photographs. A skilful solection of charactcristic matorial « cross 
sectioning tho army weekly. (See full report P. 197 = omitting last two lines, which 
were intended to be deleted after we saw the finished book.) (Published) 


Gard, Robert E. JOHNNY CHINOOK Longmans, Green 
v $3.50 
A procession of folklore, characters, yarns, recalling the ghosts of the past 
in the Province of Alberta. Thoro's matcrial on mines and mining disasters, on fires, 
Indians, newspapers, traders, Mounted Police, bull whackers and drivers, railroadors, 
humorists, crusaders, romittance men, missionaries, pioneers, etc. etc. Folk tale history 
full of curious items of local derivation. (Fall report, P. 196) (Lato June) 


Malvorn, Gladys . GOOD TROOPERS ALL Macrao-Smith 
The Story of Jouscph Jofforson $2.50 


Wollewritten, readable tale of one of theatre's favorite sons. Miss Malvern has 
written a sympathetic, humorous story of his parents! uphill fight, of Joo's appearance 
on the stage et an early age, of his loss of his father and the struggle of mothor and 
son to keep things going. Storics of traveling from town to town, one night stands, 
painting own scenery, resustivating costumes and props rein--soaked. Then succcss--and Joseph 
in his famous Rip Van Winkl.c role, Tho story is highlight... with names famous in stage 
history,-Booth, Drow, Henry Irving, otc. Illustratei with program prints, photogrephs. 
Good picture of a chapter in theatrical history. (6,25) 


@* Capt. Je Wi FLEW WITHOUT GUNS pie tig 
| 2.5 

Action and humor characterize the personel experience air adventuring as Air Trans- 
port Auxiliary, ferrying planes, freighting, cxperiencing advontures that rango from avoide 
ing Jap planes to tiger hunts and romance. This is exceptional enough to taxo the hurdle 
of resistance to another book of war experiences. (Full report P. 125) ape 














